
stimulanls, tranquilizeF and psychoa.hle sub
stances nan!lactured Ior legitimale nredical
trahents Mor. than 231 million pres.riptions
are rrriiien each rea. File percent of thess pE-
scriptions are dn€lted tor ,llegal use, \viic[
kanslatesto 350 nilljondosaSeunits. Three olt
oferert 10 drua ovdrdoses stem lod abuseol

All druE5 Jre ponedul.h.mi.rls. Along with
their benefil' thev also have a pole.tEl ror

Adw.i. R€a.tioM - Sone dtugs can cause
side effects ranging from mild headaches io
nregxlar heart beats When a ieaction is un'
expected or *!ere, consult ]'our docior inme-

Drug l.r6E.rionr - Two .r nore drugs
taten sinulraneouslt can alleci the Nay one or
the otler behales in the body For exanple,
eren non-ppscription drugt su.h as antihista-
mines usedto tFatcold slnptoms/can irrcrease
the efl.cts ol anesthetics, b.rbitrr.tes, and

Food qnd Drug InteE.rion. Food can
int ra.t \vith dtugr m.ldng then \!ork faster
or slowei orer€nprercnfrg rhem from Nork
ing Foreranple, large.mo$lsollilerorleaf_v
regetrble! nriy hindd drug! u*d ro thin thr
blood \iiiannr K in lneie toods pronrotesbl.od
clotting, nullitying lhe e(e.ts of lhe dru8

Why Are Prescription
Drugs Abused?

One third of the druS abuse problem in the
United States .an be linkdd to drugs rcgxlated
bt pcscription. These drugs are.oi smuggled
into the United States, nor aE thev secrelh
manufactured. fiev .re nanrlachded legalll
in the Unitcd Staic! bl leAitinaic .onrpJnids,
and then are dn€rted into ihe illicit drug mar
ket. Prescription fraud ir a \.1 of getting legit
inatedrugs inro the illeSal market. Prescripiion
Iraud may occur lhrou8h:

.A .ustomer Nho passes i bogus ppscripiion

.A phamaq te.hnicirn whocha.Ses: pre
scription toa more potent drug

.A pharmacFi iho dispenses unaurhorized

Even a phr6jcian nav become rnrolred in the
hi8hl! pDfitable dileNion ol .onkoll.d sLlb-
siancer. Fraudulenr prescripho.s usuallt haye a
higher street valle than the cost ol obtiining
d]1en. Many rbus.s pnf.r ppsciption drugs
be.ruse of iLeir pui$ IlteSat dru8s ae ohen
conlaminated by lnbolvn substances. Drugs
invollcd in pfusdiption fdud include nJr.oti6,

Kerp . list of .ll drugs t@ art taking b show
you dmbr ad phmci3l

cf,€.k wilh you doftr iI a dtuA k not doing
wh,r it is supposd to, or iI you an spenen.

Ke9 raking ytur medicins even ir you reel
bett r, or until ytur delor tells you to stop,

Never ble nedi.im pEscibed lar $meone

Cie* dtug lab€ls ror sp{fic itrhctiore or
wanings, such a "do nor bic on an enpty
stomch" or "while rabnA rhis nedi.atioD do
not drive or operat€ heavt' edinery."


